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1.0 Introduction 

 

1.1 Te Runanga O Kirikiriroa Trust (Inc) (“the Runanga”) welcomes this opportunity to 

make submissions to the Hamilton City Council (“HCC”) Draft Annual Plan 2003/04 (“the 

Plan”).  Please note that this submission also incorporates and supports the views of the 

Rauawaawa and Ngati Wairere Charitable Trust. 

 

1.2 While welcoming this opportunity however the Runanga contends that Māori, as a 

Treaty of Waitangi partner, should have an opportunity to contribute to the draft itself before it 

is published for submissions. 

 

1.3 THE RUNANGA SUBMITS that Māori as a Treaty of Waitangi partner should play 

an integral part in drafting the Annual Plan, including the Long Term Community Plan 

required by the Local Government Act 2002 (“the Act”).  

 

Strategic Area C:  Promoting Hamilton 

 

2.0 City Promotion 

 

2.1 Events Sponsorship 

 

2.1.1 The Runanga ran a very successful Treaty of Waitangi Commemoration Day at Innes 

Common on Thursday, 6 February 2003, that drew a crowd of approximately 5,000, including 

many international visitors to the city.  Apart from the obvious outcome that it was a Family 

Day enjoyed by all who participated, the Runanga has been inundated with requests that this 

be an annual event for Hamilton. It is envisaged that different community groups will take 

responsibility for lead organiser of the event each year. 
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2.1.2 THE RUNANGA THEREFORE SUBMITS that this event be an ‘icon’ event for the 

city and that HCC make appropriate contribution to the successful running of such an event.   

The continued running of this celebration can only have positive spin-offs for the city. 

 

2.2 Sister Cities Program 

 

2.2.1 In our submission to the 2002/03 Draft Annual Plan (“previous submission”) we 

submitted that “Any official delegation instigated under the Sister Cities program should and 

must comprise Māori representation as of right”.   HCC responded to that submission by 

stating “Council has no policy which requires Māori representation to be included in sister city 

delegations”.   

 

2.2.2 THE RUNANGA SUBMITS that lack of a policy is no excuse.   If a policy is 

required to facilitate Māori representation in any such official delegation then HCC should 

develop one.   We restate our comments that if HCC aims to foster genuine understandings in 

the international arena it cannot do so without the participation of Māori.  This assertion is 

again based on the Treaty partnership between Māori and the Crown and also in light of the 

fact that Māori culture Aotearoa/New Zealand’s indigenous culture has contributed much to 

this country’s international identity. 

 

2.2.3 THE RUNANGA SUGGESTS that the inclusion of Māori in any official delegation 

under the Sister Cities Program is another way that HCC can be seen to be recognising and 

respecting the Treaty Principles.    

 

2.3 Economic Development 

 

2.3.1 In the area of Economic Development the Runanga contends that what is good for 

Maori is good for Hamilton.  HENCE THE RUNANGA SUPPORTS the fund for 

Economic Development together with the earmarking of funds to fund economic 

development opportunities AND SUBMITS that a percentage of this fund should be 

targeted to Māori.  This submission is made in light of the fact that Māori have 7th 
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highest rate of entrepreneurial activity in the world. Indeed the Global 

Entrepreneurship Monitor New Zealand 2001 Report states at page 38 that Māori 

entrepreneurship has played an important role in the history and evolution of New 

Zealand entrepreneurship (see: http://www.gemconsortium.org).  

 

Strategic Area D:  Experiencing our Arts, Culture and Heritage 

 

3.0 Libraries & Waikato Museum of Art and History 

 

3.1 In our previous submission we suggested that both the library and museum would 

benefit from a permanent exhibition centred around Princess Te Puia’s voyage down the 

Waikato River with a focus on the fact that it is the most significant public health event in 

Aotearoa/New Zealand’s history.  We did not receive any feedback on this suggestion. 

 

3.2 THE RUNANGA THEREFORE REITERATES the suggestion made in our previous 

submission and again in this submission, i.e., that both the library and museum establish a 

permanent exhibition depicting Princess Te Puia’s voyage down the Waikato River. 

 

Strategic Area E:  Living in Hamilton 

 

4.0 Community Development & Community Facilities 

 

4.1 Housing Services 

 

4.1.1 The Frankton/Dinsdale Rauawaawa (“FDR”) provides services for Kaumatua 

living in their area.  In our previous submission the Runanga supported the provision of 

affordable housing for older persons.  In making that statement however we also raised 

the following issues: 

 

• How many Maori live in Council houses? 

• Who refers would be residents? 
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• What are the criteria to qualify for residency? 

• What input have Maori had into the establishment of criteria? 

 

4.1.2 At the time of writing this submission neither the Runanga nor FDR have not 

received any feedback to these questions. 

 

4.1.3 Additionally, in our previous submission the Runanga supported FDR in their 

request that a survey of people living in council provided houses be conducted to 

determine: 

 

• Client mix (age, gender, employment status, ability/disability and ethnicity). 

• Where people are placed, i.e., area to ethnic group, area to age, area to 

ability/disability, etc. 

• Knowledge of and accessibility to houses. 

 

4.1.4 As disclosed at point 4.1.2 above, no feedback has been received by the 

Runanga or FDR. 

 

4.1.5 THE RUNANGA THEREFORE REITERATES the requests made in our 

previous submission concerning the issues raised in points 4.1.1 and 4.1.3 above. 

 

4.1.6 In providing their service, FDR meet a need that is not met by mainstream 

groups such as Age Concern, i.e., Age Concern as a mainstream provider do not 

adequately meet the cultural needs of Kaumatua.  Maori Kaumatua therefore prefer to use 

the service provided by FDR.     

 

4.1.7 THE RUNANGA SUPPORTS FDR request for financial support similar to Age 

Concern, i.e., an annual grant in the same amount as that received by that organisation. 

 

4.1.8 ADDITIONALLY, THE RUNANGA SUBMITS that 5% of council provided 

houses be given to FDR to administer.  In making this submission we are aware that FDR 
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are proposing that they manage Walker Terrace Pensioner Housing with a view to 

establishing adequate and appropriate housing for Kaumatua and we support them in that 

submission.   

  

4.1.9 In making these submissions the Runanga adopts the view of Ngati Wairere 

Charitable Trust in regard to Community Development AND SUBMITS THAT HCC 

should: 

 

• Place the responsibility of providing such services with an appropriate kaupapa 

Maori organisation. 

• Direct the appropriate levels of resources to that organisation so that they are able 

to function effectively and efficiently.   

 

 5.0 Employment Initiatives  

 

5.1 THE RUNANGA SUPPORTS this initiative and submits that HCC adopt an 

affirmative action policy that targets Maori unemployed. 

 

6.0 Partnership with Maori 

 

6.1 Treaty of Waitangi (“the Treaty”) 

 

6.1.1 The Runanga again expresses concern and disappointment at the virtual invisibility of 

the Treaty in the document.  In making this statement we are aware that the Treaty has been 

mentioned on page 88 of the Plan.  We contend that the comment: “Council embraces the 

principles of the Treaty of Waitangi …” at page 88 of a 204-page document marginalizes the 

importance of the Treaty especially in light of HCC statutory obligation to “recognise and 

respect the Crown’s responsibility to take appropriate account of the principles of the Treaty 

of Waitangi …”. 
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6.1.2 The Runanga reiterates the comment made in our submission to the 2002/03 Plan that 

incorporation of the Treaty clause in the Local Government Act 2002 clearly shows that 

central government views the Treaty as being relevant to local government processes and 

procedures.  We contend that burying the Treaty at page 88 does not accord “New Zealand’s 

founding document” due recognition or respect.  In this regard we echo the statement made by 

Ngati Wairere Charitable Trust:  “To truly reflect Council’s commitment to the Treaty and 

certainly reinforce the spirit of the Treaty we feel it’s important to weave the denotation of it 

through the entire document”. 

 

6.1.3 THE RUNANGA THEREFORE SUPPORTS the submission and suggestion made 

by Ngati Wairere Charitable Trust that HCC include a Statement of Intent regarding the 

Treaty at the very front of the Plan. 

 

6.1.4 THE RUNANGA SUBMITS that the Statement of Intent should, for example, state 

“HCC acknowledges the partnership between Māori and HCC and will recognise and respect 

the Treaty by taking account of the Treaty principles”. 

 

6.2 Partnership 

 

6.2.1 Joint Venture Committee  

 

6.2.1.1 The Runanga notes the comments made at page 80 of the Plan that acknowledge the 

existence of the Joint Venture Committee (“JVC”).  THE RUNANGA SUPPORTS the 

statement made at page 88 of the Plan Performance Measure 3:  “Joint Committee meetings 

conducted on a regular 6-weekly basis to discuss and promote the partnership”.  We point out 

however the fact that the first meeting of this committee for 2003 will be held on 19 May 

2003.  The Runanga hopes that a timetable for these meetings will be formalized as with all 

Council Meetings. We believe that JVC is fundamental to the partnership that exists between 

the Runanga as the mandated representative of maataa waka living within Kirikiriroa and 

HCC and inclusion into the Council meetings timetable will recognize this fundamentality. 
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6.2.1.2 .  In supporting the statement however the Runanga reiterates its stance that while 

acting on behalf of maataa waka in Kirikiriroa we acknowledge the sovereign rights of tangata 

whenua and we do not seek to ursurp their prerogative.   

 

6.2.1.3 THE RUNANGA THEREFORE SUPPORTS the proposal by Ngati Wairere 

Charitable Trust that HCC: 

 

• Make a decision on whether they are willing to formally recognise groups other than 

the Runanga and Ngā Mana Toopu o Kirikiriroa. 

• Begin to action dialogue with such other Māori groups once a decision is made. 

• Have ongoing meetings with the other Māori groups to build a relationship. 

• As a result of ongoing meetings determine exactly what the relationship is between 

each party. 

 

6.2.1.4 WE CONTEND that even though the Council has a partnership with the Runanga 

this does NOT absolve Council from its obligation to respond to all its constituent ratepayers 

in this instance we speak on behalf of Maori rate payers.  

 

6.2.2 Representation & Participation 

 

6.2.2.1 The Runanga acknowledges the mechanisms in place to allow for Māori participation 

in Council decision-making processes and section 81 of the Act.  The Runanga also 

acknowledges the role that Māori have played on HCC committees however we contend that 

the effectiveness of such committees is debatable given that they are recommendatory only.  

The experience of the working party established to investigate and make recommendations 

concerning the electoral system to be adopted by HCC for the 2004 elections bears this out.  

The working party recommended that the Single Transferable Voting (“STV”) system be 

adopted in fairness not only to Māori but also to other minority communities living in 

Hamilton.  Council did not adopt the recommendation and retained the First Past the Post 

(“FPP”) system for the 2004 elections.  This decision means that in 2004 there will be two 
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voting systems operating:  FPP for HCC and STV for the District Health Board, the potential 

for confusion amongst the electorate is very real in this case. 

 

6.2.2.2 The Runanga has prepared a Discussion Document regarding Partnership and 

Representation.  This document was prepared for discussion by the JVC in 2001however it 

was never addressed.  The document is now on the agenda for the JVC meeting on 19 May 

2003.   While it is not intended to regurgitate the document in full in this submission, suffice to 

say that it recognises the reliance of minorities, in this case Māori, on the goodwill of non-

Māori.  We are appalled at this treatment of us as a joint venture partner and can empathise 

with Maori who complain to us about the lack of recognition by HCC of Maori within this 

city. Waiting 2 years to discuss a paper is too long. The validity of what was written in that 

document in 2001 is still relevant today and reflected in the new Act. 

 

6.2.2.3 THE RUNANGA REITERATES THE SUBMISSION made in the discussion 

document that: 

 

• That there be Maori representation on all Council committees and boards and that 

this representation carry full membership rights including voting rights. 

• That on issues of strategic importance to Maori, Maori should have the deciding 

vote and Council should ratify the decision. 

 

6.2.2.4 Section 81(b) of the Act states that:  “A local authority must consider ways in 

which it may foster the development of Māori capacity to contribute to the decision-

making processes of the local authority”.  The Runanga is presently seeking funding to 

implement a Strategic Communications Plan aimed at: 

 

• increasing Maori participation in central and local government processes; and to 

• increase Maori representation on central and local government decision making 

bodies 
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6.2.2.5 The Runanga suggests that a contribution by HCC towards this project would be 

one way of meeting the requirement of this section.   

 

6.2.2.6    THE RUNANGA THEREFORE SUBMITS that HCC makes a contribution 

towards the implementation of the “Strategic Communications Plan – Maori Electoral 

Participation & Representation”. 

 

Strategic Area F:  Enjoying our City 

 

7.0 City Beautification 

 

7.1 THE RUNANGA REITERATES ITS SUBMISSION made in our previous 

submission that HCC commence work in upgrading the roading and lighting on 

Kirikiriroa Marae.  This marae is an Urban Marae and is a facility available for all people 

of Hamilton City.  It is available for use in the myriad of ways that marae are used for 

indeed HCC have used it to varying degrees depending on composition of council and 

their commitment to Maori processes and protocols.  The complex houses a number of 

services, including a school, Kohanga reo, disability service, Kaumatua flats. 

 

7.2 THE RUNANGA BELIEVES that HCC should treat Kirikiriroa Marae in the 

same way as they do Parks and Reserves and provide resourcing to upgrade the roading 

and lighting as well as beautify the marae by planting native flora on the marae frontage 

on Dey Street. 

 

8.0 Conclusion 

 

8.1 Notwithstanding our comment made at points 1.2 and 1.3 of this submission the 

Runanga appreciates this opportunity to make submissions and we look forward to the 

completed document in due course. 
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8.2 We also appreciate the opportunity afforded for Maori to present their 

submissions together.  The Runanga would like to take advantage of that opportunity and 

request time be set aside preferably in the morning for five groups being: 

 

• Te Runanga O Kirikiriroa Trust (Inc) 

• Ngati Wairere Charitable Trust 

• Frankton/Dinsdale Rauawaawa Charitable Trust 

• Te Whare o te Ata 

• Rangimarie Te Horanganui Marae 

 

8.3 In conclusion we reaffirm our position in Kirikiriroa.   Our constitution of 

inclusion means that every Maori and Pacific Island person within Kirikiriroa is 

a member of the Runanga as of right.  This means that while there are times 

when we may have a different point of view to those presented we will still 

support their right to present their issues.  It is HCC responsibility then to make 

decision which they can demonstrate is the most appropriate and fair decision 

given the information they have to hand.  We have presented but a few and we 

are supporting today the above groups whose submissions we have received and 

with whom we are in regular contact. 

 
Heoi ano, kei te huri te whakaaro ki te tipuna ki a Potatau te Kingi Tuatahi i ki mai: 

 
“I muri i ahau, kia mau tonu ki te aroha ki te ture me te whakapono. 

Ko te Whakapono hei Kaakahu, ko te Ture hei Whaariki.” 
 
Naa tenei koorero, ka arahina nei maatau I nga huarahi tootika mo taatau katoa. 
 
 
Teena koutou katoa, 
 
 
 
 
Mere Balzer 
Chief Executive Officer     


